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St. Petersburg ť fashion capital of Russia 
St. Petersburg is one of the largest industrial, 
transport, scientific-educational, cultural and 
tourist centers of Russia. Over the past decade, 
the city was able to achieve impressive results 
in economic development.  

The main aim of regional and federal 
authorities is to organize a well-coordinated 
collaboration for a competitive economic 

environment development. Quality and standard of living in the city greatly 
depend on this. 

Today, more than 700 large and medium enterprises and more than 20 
thousands small firms operate in the industry of St. Petersburg. We set 
ourselves the goal to transform St. Petersburg into the leading fashion and 
textile center. St. Petersburg companies have accumulated a significant 
experience in development and production of fashion and craft products, 
which emphasize the Russian national character. 

St. Petersburg welcomes you and is ready for cooperation! 
 
Sergey Movchan 
Viceťgovernor of St.Petersburg 

St. Petersburg textile & fashion industry 
has always had a great potential and 
today the city becomes Russian fashion 
capital. Annually international fashion 
competitions take place in St. Petersburg, 
where the innovation and creative 
potential of the industry is demonstrated.  

Significant efforts were made for the "St. 
Petersburg ť international fashion center" project promotion in 2016-
2018.  

About 2 000 designers and more than440 enterprises operate in St. 
Petersburg. The industry turnover is more than 50 billion rubles. This 
project will promote the city fashion industry, stimulate the 
development of small businesses in this field, form professional 
competencies for the industry and will create a unified platform for  
St. Petersburg and Russian designers and manufacturers. 
 
Elgiz Kachaev 
Chairman  
Committee for Entrepreneurship and Consumer Market Development 
Government of St. Petersburg 
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St. Petersburg - key figures 

 

Geography & time zone  
 1,439 sq.km area: 
MSK (UTC+4) Time zone 

 
Population  

  5,351,935 people (01.2018) 
3,010,000 Economically active population (2018) 

  1.5% Unemployment rate (01.2018) 
 
Economy  

 3,742 billion RUB GRP (2016)  
 712 thousand RUB GRP per capita (2016) 
 Priority clusters: aerospace, automotive, life science (pharmaceutical and 

medical industry), radio-electronics, shipbuilding, software and information-
communication technologies 
 
Foreign trade  

 44.6 billion USD turnover (2017) 
 21.8 billion USD export volume (2017) 
 22.8 billion USD Import volume (2017) 

 
Foreign investments  

 4,4 billion USD foreign investments (2017) 
 Largest investors (2013):  Germany 14.8%, Kazakhstan 14.3%, Cyprus 8.7%, 

British Virgin Islands 9.1%, Sweden 5.8%.  
 
Currency & exchange rates  
Currency: Russian Ruble   
Exchange rates (01.01.2018): 

1  = 68.86  
1  = 57.60  
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1. Fashion & Textile Industry 
1.1 Infograhics 
 

  
1 421 enterprises 2 000 designers 13.5 thousand people employed 

   

1.4% of GRP 0.5 million USD of shipped products 7 universities and institutions 
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1.2 Overview 
Today the fashion industry is the leader of creative economy development of the regions and a rise factor for the Russian light industryŨs competitiveness. The consumption 
model is changing. New materials, products, digital design, Internet services and small innovative companies appear. Today in St. Petersburg operates 21 large and medium 
sized enterprises of light industry, 1400 small enterprises of textile and sewing production. Among the biggest enterprises of the industry are: BTC group, Avangard LLC, Tribu-
na JSC. More than 2000 designers work in St. Petersburg. Approximately 13 thousand people work in the industry ť 3,8 % of St. Petersburg total workforce.   

In 2016 the concept «St. Petersburg ť the center of light and fashion industriesº was developed by the government of St. Petersburg. Under the program of light industry sup-
port until 2020, domestic goods should constitute no less than 50 % of the market against 20 % nowadays. The St. Petersburg Union of Light Industry Products Manufacturers 
identifies as the key problems of the industry the following: the lack of effective state support; dominance of counterfeit which occupies 70 % of the market; staffing problem; 
limited access to credit.  

Within the framework of the program the development of technology park for the fashion industry in Pikalevo city (Leningrad region) is provided. The residents of the technol-
ogy park will be the representatives of large and medium-scale St. Petersburg textile enterprises: «BTK Groupº, «Lady Charmº, «Elegantº and others. 

Investments in manufacturing facilities  

     
 

47,62% 

28,57% 

14,29% 

9,52% 
Up to 5 million
rubles
Up to 10 million
rubles
Up to 100 million
rubles
more than 100
million rubles

29% 

71% 

21,44% 

34,24% 

25,43% 

34,24% 

Domestic equipment

Imported equipment

Upgraded equipment

New equipment

Worn out equipment

Requiring replacement (next 3 years)
42% 

33% 

25% 

Wholesale trade

Retail chains

Internet shops

The main sales channels of  
St. Petersburg textile products 

Characteristics of the equipment used by  
manufacturing enterprises 
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The volume of export in textile industry of St. Petersburg in 2017 amounted to $ 11.8 million. Indexes calculation was accomplished for 3 main commodity groups of textile 
industry: shoes, clothes and fabric. Generally St. Petersburg enterprises completed sales with non-CIS countries. Nevertheless, the key partner of the city in the textile trade is 
Belarus.  

 

  

3,75 

6,15 

0,09 

1,05 

4,96 

1,42 

Fabrics

Clothes

Shoes

Export structure by countries and 
products (mln, $) 

 CIS countries  Foreign countries

77,3% 
11,2% 

10,1% 
1,5% 

Fabric export 

South Ossetia Belarus

Kazachstan Other countries

4,7% 

40,1% 

43,5% 

3,3% 
8,4% 

Clothes export 

Iceland Armenia
Belarus Kazachstan
Other countries

56,8% 
34,7% 

1,6% 
2,7% 4,2% 

Shoes export 

Kazachstan Belarus
Spain USA
Other countries

9,34 

637,01 

21,15 

15,78 

98,28 

2,87 

Fabrics

Clothes

Shoes

Import structure by county 
and products (mln, $) 

CIS countries Foreign countries

51,9% 

7,4% 

9,7% 

14,4% 

16,6% 

Fabric import 

China Korea
Pakistan Belarus
Other countries

7,8% 
3,1% 

66,8% 

4,2% 

8,1% 
10% 

Clothes import 

Bangladesh Italy
China Belarus
Uzbekistan Other countries

8,1% 

24,5% 

8,1% 

25,8% 

23,7% 

9,8% 

Shoes import 

Bangladesh Other countries
India Italy
China Belarus
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2. Jewelry Industry 
2.1 Infographics 
 

  
41 factories 900 stores 6 % of Russian luxury jewellery sales 

   

Production volume: 30.8 mln USD Exports: 1,479.4 million USD 3 universities and colleagues 
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2.2 Overview 
Today Russian jewelry industry passed into the stage of steady growth. According to the government statistics reports volume of the jewelry production in St. Petersburg in 
2016 reached 1.8 billion rubles. In the total retail trade of St. Petersburg, the share of jewelry and precious metals and stones was 0.1%. The St. Petersburg jewelry market is 
one of the most attractive in the country. According to statistics of the Guild of Russian Jewelers, 16 % of all luxury good sales account for this city. St. Petersburg has more 
than 900 points for the jewelry sale. 41 jewelry factories and plants operate in St. Petersburg, not including a lot of small jewelry workshops and show-rooms. Among the big-
gest enterprises of the industry are: Jeweler Karat, Sanis, St. Petersburg Jewelry Factory, Russkiye Samotsvety. 

The volume of jewelry exports in 2017 amounted to $ 1,479.4 million. The United Kingdom became the leading importer of jewelry products from St. Petersburg (nearly 47%). 
Switzerland, Belarus, India and Hong Kong also became key partners for St. Petersburg in this direction. Share of other countries accounted for less than 1 %. Import volume in 
St. Petersburg in 2017 amounted to $ 18.7 million. Key partners in this field are Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Germany, Italy and China. Armenia accounts for more than 50% 
of imports. 

                                         

17% 

11% 

24% 
1% 

46% 

1% 

Export structure by countries  

Belarus

India

Switzerland

Hong Kong

United Kingdom

Other countries

51% 

2% 10% 

12% 

5% 

10% 
10% 

Import structure by countries 

Armenia

Germany

China

Italy

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Other countries
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3. Key universities  
3.1 Design & Fashion 

 St. Petersburg State University of Industrial Technologies and Design 
Nowadays the University is a multidisciplinary educational complex that includes 2 higher schools, 18 Institutes and 2 colleges. At the 
moment the University trains specialists in 249 secondary vocational, undergraduate, postgraduate and professional development pro-
grams in 14 major specialties. More than 16,000 students majoring in design, humanities, engineering, economy and pedagogy study here. 

Multilevel system of education, variety of educational programs, specialties and subject areas provide a comprehensive career profile. To 
assist prospective students in choosing their specialty the university has created a system of pre-university training. It includes colleges, 
schools with different specializations and courses and it functions successfully. 
http://sutd.ru/  

 

St. Petersburg Stieglitz State Academy of Art and Design  

The Saint Petersburg Stieglitz State Academy of Art and Design was founded in 1876. Now, it is one of the most famous educational estab-
lishments of this kind in Russia. The Academy has trained a galaxy of talented and successful artists and designers for the manufacturing 
industry. Currently at the Academy, there are approximately 1300 students and 500 staff members. Students can acquire a higher educa-
tion in monumental and decorative arts, design, art history and restoration. The Department of Fashion Design usually hosts competitions 
and festivals, international contest for young designers. 
http://www.ghpa.ru/  

http://sutd.ru/
http://www.ghpa.ru/
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St. Petersburg Fashion College 
The college provides education under 8 education programs. The school cooperates with college in Petruchelly-Parisi (Moliterno, Italy). The 
colleague provides programs of academic mobility. St. Petersburg Fashion College provides conditions for creative and intellectual devel-
opment of students.  
http://spbmoda.ru   

 

Institute of Television, Business and Design 
Institute of Television, Business and Design was founded in 1997. The Institute provides higher education in the following creative 
spheres: journalistic, design, art-management. Students and professors participate in profile exhibitions, conference, seminars and forums 
in different regions of Russia and other countries (Mexico, Italy, Austria, Latvia, Finland and other) on a regular basis. Annual exhibitions 
and contests allow students to realize their creative potential. The Institute also has specially equipped exhibition space ITID. In 2017, 7 
student exhibitions were presented in ITID gallery. 
http://itid.ru/    

   

St. Petersburg State University of Economics (UNECON) 
The St. Petersburg State University of Economics (UNECON) includes Department of Costume Design which is one of the oldest depart-
ments of the University. Students of the department regularly become laureates and winners of numerous exhibitions and competitions, 
such as "Admiralty Needle", "Russian Silhouette", "Modulor", etc. The Head of the department is Elena Badmaeva ť one of the leading Rus-
sian designers. 
http://unecon.ru/  

http://spbmoda.ru/
http://itid.ru/
http://unecon.ru/
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3.2 Jewelry 

        

Karl Faberzhe Art-Professional College of St. Petersburg 
Artistic vocational school was founded in October 1945 on the basis of the plant "Russian Samotsvety". The school trains professionals in 
the jewelry industry for almost 75 years. Students participate in such professional competitions as World Skills Russia, Abylimpics Russia, 
Junior Skills and other. The College gained a reputation as one of the best educational institutions of the art profile and is at the center of 
all educational changes for many years of its activity. The College prepares highly qualified specialists and offers a secondary general edu-
cation. 

http://hpl11.ru/  

       

The Higher School of Folk Arts 
The Higher School of Folk Arts (Academy) is the first and only state educational institution in Russia, carrying out professional training of 
artists of traditional applied art. The School was founded by Alexandra Romanova in 1912. The Higher School of Folk Arts has a unique 
system of continuous professional education in the field of traditional arts and crafts. Students and personnel of this School regularly par-
ticipate in Russian and foreign art exhibitions. 

http://www.vshni.ru/ 

 

Smolny Institute of the Russian Academy of Education 
Smolny Institute of the Russian Academy of Education was founded in 1998. Today the Institute carries out training of bachelors in 10 are-
as and masters of information systems. Modern computer technologies are implemented on the all stages of studying process. The Institute 
employs 57 doctors and candidates of science.  

http://ńĿŁľŏŀŎļ-ĻŀńŅĻŅņŅ.ŃŇ 

 

http://hpl11.ru/
http://смольный-институт.рф/

